
Statement by Mr. S. Srinivas Prasad, Minister at the 38
th

 Session of the 

Committee on Information on April 26, 2016 
 

 At the outset India would like to congratulate Under Secretary General Ms 

Christina Gallach for the able leadership of DPI and Ambassador Kaha Imnadze of 

Georgia for the smooth conduct of 37th Session of the Committee on Information. We 

assure you of India's continued support to the 38th Session too. 

 

Mr Chairman 

  

 We welcome the report of the Secretary General on the activities of DPI and hope 

there will be a renewed emphasis on the establishment of a new, more just and more 

effective world information and communication order to strengthen peace and 

international understanding during the upcoming year.  India is appreciative of the DPI’s 

role as the primary voice of the UN and as the disseminator of information about the UN 

to the world. 

 

 India expresses happiness with the DPI’s sustained efforts to promote/raise 

awareness of the SDG’s and sustainable development themes through its “2015: Time for 

Global Action” campaign. As the UN’s most ambitious but defining initiative to improve 

a range of economic and living conditions all over the world on a sustainable basis, we 

believe that  the promotion of SDG’s is the primary task for DPI in the coming years. It is 

heartening to note that the DPI’s campaign broke records and its reach was global. 

 

 In this context, India has come up with a number of innovative programs which 

aim to implement the SDG’s objectives. A prime example of this is the nationwide “Beti 

Bachao Beti Padhao” Campaign which focuses on gender equality and educating the girl 

child. We would urge the DPI to use local media platforms in various countries to 

highlight and popularize the SDG’s. 

 

 We are also happy to note the DPI’s key role in communication planning, message 

development and media and constituency outreach for the UN Climate Change 

Conference. Along with the SDG’s, climate change need to be  the two main drivers of 

UN activity in the near future and its ability to harness diverse opinion and build co-

operative action plans will remain invaluable. DPI’s signal contribution in coordinating 

the media outreach for the Paris Conference is commendable. 

 

Mr Chairman, 

 

 India acknowledges the DPI’s close co-operation with DPKO, DFS and DPA to 

promote and support UN Peacekeeping operations. As one of the largest contributors to 

Peacekeeping Operations, India is appreciative of the DPI’s efforts to highlight the work 

of “UN Blue Berets” in some of the most difficult situations in the world. We urge the 



DPI to fast track its plans of highlighting this contribution on media platforms, both in the 

troop donor countries as well as worldwide. As highlighted by our PM during the 

Conference on Peacekeeping at the UN on September 2015, India remains committed to 

contributing significantly to UN Peacekeeping Operations. 

 

Coming to UN Radio, we welcome the continued weekly delivery of topical 

adaptation of main broadcast in Hindi, Urdu and Bengali which enables the message of 

the UN to reach a large population in the South Asian sub-continent. While Hindi, Urdu 

& Bengali are the major languages of the South Asian landmass, there are still millions of 

speakers of other major languages within the sub-continent. We suggest that DPI could 

think of a language development centre based in India  to reframe content in these major 

South Asian languages in order to reach a more wider and diverse audience in the sub-

continent.    

 

We would also like to urge DPI to increase interaction with media in developing 

countries to reduce existing disparities in information flow and ensure a free flow of 

information at all levels.  We were pleased to note that UN TV featured in its long 

running series-United nations in Action- the inauguration of a solar park in Gujrat State 

by the Secretary General during his April 2015 visit to India. Such coverage of events in 

India by the DPI encourages Indian media to cover UN related initiatives in the country 

on a more regular basis.  

 

It is heartening to note that the UN’s social media reach has improved in all 

official languages. The 40% increase in the number of You Tube views of United Nations 

Channel suggests that the message of UN is reaching worldwide thus fulfilling the aim of 

DPI. DPI could also look at giving specific coverage to the UN designated days like the 

International Days of Yoga and Non Violence through its media platforms. This will 

highlight the importance of the designated days as well as project the UN’s efforts in 

celebrating important values and activities. We are confident that the DPI will continue to 

widen the scope of its outreach through its website, publications, conferences, briefings, 

visitor services and teaching materials.  

 

Mr Chairman, 

 

As the country with the largest youth population in the world, India welcomes the 

UN Secretary General’s call for a greater focus on youth. We note the DPI’s efforts on 

spreading this message and welcome events to highlight the importance of youth in 

achieving the SDG’s. In this context, India remains appreciative and strongly supportive 

of the UN Academic Impact initiative. 

 

The adoption of the SDG’s in the 70
th

 year of the founding of the UN marks a 

historic point for the world and the organization. It not only illustrates the importance of 

the UN and its contribution over these 70 years, but also charts a new critical role for the 



future. Celebrations of the 70
th

 anniversary are thus a recognition of the UN’s 

contribution over the years. The “Turn the World UN Blue” campaign to mark  UN Day 

(24 October 2015) with more than 350 iconic landmarks & 20 UN offices in 91 countries 

being lit up in blue was an innovative campaign to highlight and remind the world about 

the UN’s signal achievements. India participated in the "Turn the World UN Blue" global 

campaign by lighting up the iconic Chhatrapati Shivaji Rail Terminus in Mumbai, India 

in blue on United Nation's Day. It may be noted that this iconic landmark of the 

commercial capital of the country had been subjected to terrorist attack on November 26, 

2008, leading to the loss of life of many innocent citizens. Keeping in view the UN’s 

message of international peace and co-existence, the choice of the Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Rail Terminus for the campaign was therefore apt. 

 

We look forward to the upcoming 66th UNDPI/NGO Conference at Gyeongju in 

Korea on the theme "Achieving the sustainable goals together” to be held between 30th 

May and 01st June 2016.  

 

I once again express India’s firm commitment to the DPI and its work in spreading 

the UN’s message throughout the world. 

 

 

Thank You. 

 

 

****** 

 

 


